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SB114 / HB1198 No preference in hiring based on race, gender or ethnicity.(PDF)

	Category
	Public Employees

	Sponsors
	Sen. Jim Summerville / Rep. John Ragan 

	Description
	Prohibits the state from granting a preference based on race, gender or ethnicity when hiring to fill a position in state government. Broadly captioned.

	Senate Status
	01/30/2013 - Referred to Senate State & Local Government.

	House Status
	02/27/2013 - Referred to House State Government Subcommittee.


SB132 / HB261 Reduces TANF payments based on unsatisfactory school report.(PDF)

	Category
	Government Regulation

	Sponsors
	Sen. Stacey Campfield / Rep. Vance Dennis 

	Description
	Requires a thirty percent reduction in TANF (Temporary Assistance to Needy Families) payments for a parent or caretaker currently receiving TANF benefits whose child withdraws from school without good cause or who fails to maintain satisfactory academic progress at a secondary school.

	Senate Status
	01/30/2013 - Referred to Senate Health & Welfare Committee.

	House Status
	02/05/2013 - Referred to House Health Subcommittee.


SB140 / HB392 First degree murder for domestic abuse death.(PDF)

	Category
	Criminal Law

	Sponsors
	Sen. Doug Overbey / Rep. Jim Coley 

	Description
	Expands the definition of first degree murder to include the killing of another while committing domestic abuse, when the perpetrator has a history of domestic abuse upon the victim or victim's family, and death occurs with extreme indifference to human life. 

	Senate Status
	02/26/2013 - Taken off notice in Senate Judiciary.

	House Status
	02/05/2013 - Referred to House Criminal Justice Subcommittee.


SB196 / HB190 Tennessee Choice & Opportunity Scholarship Act.(PDF)

	Category
	Education

	Sponsors
	Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. Gerald McCormick 

	Description
	Establishes a scholarship program for eligible students to attend participating private K-12 schools. An "eligible student" is a student who: (1) Resides in Tennessee and is zoned to attend or enrolled in a public school that, at the time of the student's initial application for a scholarship, is identified as being in the bottom 5 percent of schools in overall achievement; (2) Meets the minimum age requirements to attend kindergarten with eligibility extending until the student graduates from high school, except that the student must be less than 22 years of age by August 15 of each year; (3) Is a member of a household whose annual income during the year prior to initial receipt of a scholarship met the requirements for free or reduced price lunch; and (4) Was previously enrolled in a Tennessee public school during the two semesters immediately preceding the semester in which the student receives a scholarship under this bill; is enrolling in a Tennessee school for the first time; or received a scholarship pursuant to this bill in the previous school year. Specifies requirements for private schools to participate in the program. After initial approval by the department as a participating school, a school may continue to participate in the program as long as the school demonstrates achievement growth for scholarship students at a minimum level of "at expectations". If a participating school demonstrates achievement growth for scholarship students at a level of "significantly below expectations" for two consecutive years or the department determines the school has failed to comply with this bill, then the commissioner of education may suspend or terminate a school's participation in the program. If a participating school is suspended or terminated from the program, or if the school otherwise withdraws from the program, scholarship students enrolled at the school may transfer to another participating school without loss of eligibility and such students would be given preference for enrollment. An eligible student is entitled to one scholarship per school year, and if the student voluntarily leaves a participating school for reasons other than suspension or termination of the school, and enrolls in another participating school, then neither the student nor the successor participating school may receive any funds under this bill for the payment of tuition and fees for the remainder of the school year. (10 pp.) (Part of Administration Package) 

	Amendment
	House Education Subcommittee amendment 1 (003697) makes technical corrections.

	Senate Status
	02/28/2013 - Set for Senate Education Committee 03/06/13.

	House Status
	02/28/2013 - Set for House Education Committee 03/05/13.


SB226 Registering political party affiliation to vote in primary.(PDF)

	Category
	Campaigns & Lobbying

	Sponsors
	Sen. Mae Beavers 

	Description
	Prohibits a voter choosing not to select a statewide political party affiliation from voting in a primary election. 

	Senate Status
	01/31/2013 - Referred to Senate State & Local Government.

	House Status
	None


SB244 / HB119 Limits use of public assistance benefit money.(PDF)

	Category
	Government Regulation

	Sponsors
	Sen. Jim Tracy / Rep. Terri Lynn Weaver 

	Description
	Prohibits any recipient of public assistance benefits from using any portion of public assistance benefits for the purchase of any alcoholic beverage, tobacco product, or lottery ticket. Upon the first violation, the person shall be disqualified from receiving public assistance benefits for one month. Upon the second violation, the person shall be disqualified from receiving public assistance benefits for three months. Upon a third or subsequent violation, the personal shall be permanently disqualified from receiving public assistance benefits. Prohibits any recipient of public assistance benefits from withdrawing or using benefits for the purchase of goods or services in a retail establishment that primarily sells tobacco products, a tattoo facility, a facility providing psychic services, an adult cabaret, or an establishment open to the public where liquor, wine, beer, or other alcoholic beverages are served for consumption on the premises.

	Amendment
	Senate amendment 1 (003350) rewrites the bill. Provides that a recipient of public assistance is prohibited from knowingly using an EBT card in a liquor store as defined by federal law; at any casino, gambling casino or gaming establishment as defined by federal law; and an adult cabaret as defined in TCA 7-51-1102. Public assistance is defined as money or property provided directly or indirectly to eligible persons through TANF. Any person who knowingly uses an EBT card in a prohibited location must, to the extent permitted by federal law, reimburse the Department for the purchase. A recipient of public assistance is also prohibited from knowingly using an EBT card in an automated teller machine or point-of-sale device located in a liquor store as defined by federal law; a casino, gambling casino, or gaming establishment as defined by federal law; or an adult cabaret as defined in TCA 7-51-1102. Any person who knowingly uses an EBT card in an ATM or POS device located in a prohibited location must reimburse the Department for any amount withdrawn and used, unless prohibited by federal law. Upon a third or subsequent violation, if permitted by federal law, the person will be permanently disqualified from receiving public assistance by means of direct cash payment or an EBT access card. A person or business entity, or any agent or employee of the person or business entity, is prohibited from knowingly accepting public assistance benefits from an EBT card for the purchase of any goods or services in a liquor store as defined by federal law; at any casino, gambling casino or gaming establishment as defined by federal law; and an adult cabaret as defined in TCA 7-51-1102. A person or business entity that violates this prohibition is subject to the following civil penalties: $1,000 for the first violation; $2,500 for the second violation within five years; and $5,000 for a third or subsequent violation within five years. The Department is authorized to bring an action to enforce any civil penalty in a complaint filed in the chancery court of the county where the merchant is located. Civil penalties are required to be deposited into the general fund. A district attorney general may bring an action to suspend the business licenses and permits of the person or business entity for one year for any violation of this prohibition. Any person or entity subject to a penalty or sanction under the proposed legislation will have the right to a hearing pursuant to UAPA. The Department is required to establish a system for reviewing benefit transactions of recipients as frequently as the commissioner may determine, but not less than on a quarterly basis. The Department is required to add prohibited uses of an EBT card by rule promulgation to the fullest extent later permitted by federal law. The Department is authorized to promulgate rules and regulations, including emergency rules, to effectuate the purposes of the legislation. The proposed legislation will take effect July 1, 2014, except that for rulemaking purposes the proposed legislation will take effect upon becoming law.

	Senate Status
	02/25/2013 - Senate passed with amendment 1 (003350), which rewrites the bill. Provides that a recipient of public assistance is prohibited from knowingly using an EBT card in a liquor store as defined by federal law; at any casino, gambling casino or gaming establishment as defined by federal law; and an adult cabaret as defined in TCA 7-51-1102. Public assistance is defined as money or property provided directly or indirectly to eligible persons through TANF. Any person who knowingly uses an EBT card in a prohibited location must, to the extent permitted by federal law, reimburse the Department for the purchase. A recipient of public assistance is also prohibited from knowingly using an EBT card in an automated teller machine or point-of-sale device located in a liquor store as defined by federal law; a casino, gambling casino, or gaming establishment as defined by federal law; or an adult cabaret as defined in TCA 7-51-1102. Any person who knowingly uses an EBT card in an ATM or POS device located in a prohibited location must reimburse the Department for any amount withdrawn and used, unless prohibited by federal law. Upon a third or subsequent violation, if permitted by federal law, the person will be permanently disqualified from receiving public assistance by means of direct cash payment or an EBT access card. A person or business entity, or any agent or employee of the person or business entity, is prohibited from knowingly accepting public assistance benefits from an EBT card for the purchase of any goods or services in a liquor store as defined by federal law; at any casino, gambling casino or gaming establishment as defined by federal law; and an adult cabaret as defined in TCA 7-51-1102. A person or business entity that violates this prohibition is subject to the following civil penalties: $1,000 for the first violation; $2,500 for the second violation within five years; and $5,000 for a third or subsequent violation within five years. The Department is authorized to bring an action to enforce any civil penalty in a complaint filed in the chancery court of the county where the merchant is located. Civil penalties are required to be deposited into the general fund. A district attorney general may bring an action to suspend the business licenses and permits of the person or business entity for one year for any violation of this prohibition. Any person or entity subject to a penalty or sanction under the proposed legislation will have the right to a hearing pursuant to UAPA. The Department is required to establish a system for reviewing benefit transactions of recipients as frequently as the commissioner may determine, but not less than on a quarterly basis. The Department is required to add prohibited uses of an EBT card by rule promulgation to the fullest extent later permitted by federal law. The Department is authorized to promulgate rules and regulations, including emergency rules, to effectuate the purposes of the legislation. The proposed legislation will take effect July 1, 2014, except that for rulemaking purposes the proposed legislation will take effect upon becoming law

	House Status
	02/28/2013 - Set for House Health Subcommittee 03/05/13.


SB280 / HB547 Prohibits the use of EBT cards for certain transactions.(PDF)

	Category
	Family Law

	Sponsors
	Sen. Bill Ketron / Rep. Charles Curtiss 

	Description
	Prohibits recipients of EBT cards under TANF from using the cards to purchase liquor, lottery tickets, tobacco, adult oriented entertainment, firearms, vacation services, tattoos or body piercings, jewelry, aesthetics, and rent-to-own items. Creates penalties for recipients of direct cash assistance who knowingly makes a prohibited purchase by requiring reimbursement or disqualifying the recipient. Provides assistance and training programs to business owners and employees for maintaining polices and practices necessary to prevent wrongful EBT transactions. Creates a Class A misdemeanor for a business to knowingly allow a prohibited EBT transaction. Requires certain establishments to post a sign next to each ATM informing a potential buyer that the ATM may not be used to receive cash assistance benefits and failure to comply with such requirements is a Class C misdemeanor. Requires the department to report on the results of the TANF restrictions and authorizes the commission to promulgate rules and regulations to effectuate the purposes of the act.

	Senate Status
	01/31/2013 - Referred to Senate Health & Welfare Committee.

	House Status
	02/06/2013 - Referred to House Health Subcommittee.


SB360 / HB832 Sunset - TN economic council on women.(PDF)

	Category
	Government Organization

	Sponsors
	Sen. Mike Bell / Rep. Judd Matheny 

	Description
	Extends the Tennessee economic council on women to June 30, 2015. 

	Senate Status
	02/28/2013 - Set for Senate Consent 2 03/04/13.

	House Status
	02/06/2013 - Referred to House Government Operations.


SB446 / HB129 Expands offense of solicitation of a minor.(PDF)

	Category
	Criminal Law

	Sponsors
	Sen. Doug Overbey / Rep. Jim Coley 

	Description
	Expands the offense of solicitation of a minor to include trafficking for commercial sex acts, patronizing prostitution, promoting prostitution, aggravated sexual exploitation of a minor. 

	Senate Status
	02/28/2013 - Set for Senate Judiciary Committee 03/05/13.

	House Status
	02/28/2013 - Set for House Finance Subcommittee 03/06/13.


SB447 / HB131 Sexual and commercial sex trafficking offenses.(PDF)

	Category
	Criminal Law

	Sponsors
	Sen. Doug Overbey / Rep. Jim Coley 

	Description
	Changes "sexual servitude" definition to "commercial sex acts." Establishes a Class A felony for "criminal gang members" committing trafficking for commercial sex acts. Eliminates the defense to a violation that the subject of the offense is a law enforcement officer or that the victim of the offense is a minor and consented to the offense. Creates a "sexual offense" for purposes of the sex offender registry for patronizing prostitution of a minor. 

	Amendment
	House Criminal Justice Committee amendment 1 (003164) corrects a typographical error. Amends Section 9 of the bill by replacing "or charged" with "charged." 

	Senate Status
	02/28/2013 - Set for Senate Judiciary Committee 03/05/13.

	House Status
	02/28/2013 - Set for House Finance Subcommittee 03/06/13.


SB473 / HB401 Relinquishing rights relating to an embryo.(PDF)

	Category
	Family Law

	Sponsors
	Sen. Becky Duncan Massey / Rep. Ryan A. Haynes 

	Description
	Establishes a procedure for relinquishing rights relating to an embryo. Declares a child born to a recipient intended parent shall be presumed to be the legal child of the recipient. Allows a recipient intended parent to petition the court for an expedited order of adoption or parentage. Terminates any future parental rights and responsibilities of any past or present legal embryo custodian or mete donor. 

	Senate Status
	02/28/2013 - Set for Senate Judiciary Committee 03/05/13.

	House Status
	02/05/2013 - Referred to House Civil Justice Subcommittee.


SB488 / HB719 Creation of substitute address for victims of certain crimes. (PDF)

	Category
	Family Law

	Sponsors
	Sen. Stacey Campfield / Rep. Dawn White 

	Description
	Creates a program for victims of domestic abuse, sexual offense, stalking, or human trafficking to obtain a substitute address used for the purposes of service of process and receiving and forwarding first-class, certified, or registered mail. Establishes guidelines for application to the program and creates a Class C misdemeanor for falsely attesting in an application. Successful applicants will be certified for four year and may be renewed at least 30 days prior to the expiration of the current certification. Prohibits the attorney general from disclosing any address or telephone number of a program participant other than the substitute address designated by the attorney general. Creates a Class C misdemeanor for any person who knowingly obtains or discloses the substitute address. Excludes Tennessee officials from liability in any action brought by or on behalf of any person injured by the actions or inactions of the entities or individuals enacting this act.

	Senate Status
	02/26/2013 - Taken off notice in Senate Judiciary.

	House Status
	02/06/2013 - Referred to House Civil Justice Subcommittee.


SB499 / HB518 Revises the membership of the child fatality prevention team.(PDF)

	Category
	Health Care

	Sponsors
	Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. Gerald McCormick 

	Description
	Decreases number of members of the Board for Licensing Health Care Facilities from 19 to 18, removing the chair of the Public Health Council, which was terminated in 2008. Specifies that one member of the child fatality prevention team be a representative from a professional organization working to prevent abuse of children, rather than the president of the state professional society on the abuse of children. Requires that conflict of interest disclosures for certain persons associated with an MCO that participates in TennCare be made to the TennCare Bureau, instead of the health commissioner.

	Senate Status
	02/05/2013 - Referred to Senate Health & Welfare Committee.

	House Status
	02/28/2013 - Set for House Insurance & Banking Subcommittee 03/06/13.


SB516 / HB609 Assessing court costs in juvenile matters.(PDF)

	Category
	Family Law

	Sponsors
	Sen. Ophelia Ford / Rep. Larry J. Miller 

	Description
	Revises various provisions for assessing court costs and attorney's fees in proceedings involving parental relocation petitions, child visitation orders, and juvenile matters. Removes the language "in bad faith" and substitutes instead "without good cause" in assessing the cost of action and reasonable attorney's fees. Specifies fees and expenses will be in relation to the work expended in a parental relocation matter. Requires a motion by the child's parent or legal guardian before a court my modify its order regarding a change in circumstances. 

	Senate Status
	02/05/2013 - Referred to Senate Judiciary.

	House Status
	02/07/2013 - Referred to House Civil Justice Subcommittee.


SB572 / HB487 Grandparent may file a petition to prevent parental relocation.(PDF)

	Category
	Family Law

	Sponsors
	Sen. Charlotte Burks / Rep. Sherry Jones 

	Description
	Allows a grandparent who has a significant existing relationship with a grandchild to file a petition to prevent parental relocation if the relocating parent has a history of drug abuse, violence, child abuse or neglect.

	Senate Status
	02/08/2013 - Referred to Senate Judiciary.

	House Status
	02/05/2013 - Referred to House Civil Justice Subcommittee.


SB575 / HB488 DCS annual report to include foster children by county.(PDF)

	Category
	Family Law

	Sponsors
	Sen. Charlotte Burks / Rep. Sherry Jones 

	Description
	Requires the department of children's services' annual report on foster care to include the number of children in foster care and a list of the number of children in foster care in each county. 

	Senate Status
	02/08/2013 - Referred to Senate Health & Welfare Committee.

	House Status
	02/05/2013 - Referred to House Civil Justice Subcommittee.


SB576 / HB491 DCS Commissioner - juvenile placement decision.(PDF)

	Category
	Family Law

	Sponsors
	Sen. Charlotte Burks / Rep. Sherry Jones 

	Description
	Adds the commissioner of children's services to the list of those who can make specific determinations of placement in response to a juvenile court order placing a child in the custody of the department. 

	Senate Status
	02/08/2013 - Referred to Senate Judiciary.

	House Status
	02/05/2013 - Referred to House Civil Justice Subcommittee.


SB594 / HB892 Visitation rights of grandparents.(PDF)

	Category
	Family Law

	Sponsors
	Sen. Jack Johnson / Rep. Courtney Rogers 

	Description
	Clarifies that the rebuttable presumption of a danger of substantial harm to a child exists in actions when a grandparent who is the parent of the deceased parent seeks visitation rights to the child, whether or not the child's parent died before the child was born. 

	Senate Status
	02/08/2013 - Referred to Senate Judiciary.

	House Status
	02/27/2013 - House Civil Justice Subcommittee deferred to 03/13/13.


SB598 / HB275 Removes limitation on strip searches of arrested persons.(PDF)

	Category
	Judiciary

	Sponsors
	Sen. Jack Johnson / Rep. Glen Casada 

	Description
	Removes limitations of strip searches for traffic, regulatory or misdemeanor offenses, except in cases involving weapons or drugs and allows arrested individuals to be strip searched regardless of the offense. Requires searches to be in accordance with search or intake procedures. 

	Senate Status
	02/08/2013 - Referred to Senate Judiciary.

	House Status
	02/12/2013 - House Criminal Justice Subcommittee deferred to 02/26/13.


SB632 / HB984 Ultrasound prior to an abortion.(PDF)

	Category
	Health Care

	Sponsors
	Sen. Jim Tracy / Rep. Rick Womick 

	Description
	Requires a medical professional not more than seventy-two hours and not less than twenty-four hours prior to the performance of an abortion to perform an ultrasound, display the ultrasound images in a manner that the pregnant woman may view them, verbally offer the woman a printed copy of the ultrasound image, and make audible, when present, the live, real-time heart auscultation. 

	Senate Status
	02/08/2013 - Referred to Senate Judiciary.

	House Status
	02/21/2013 - Referred to House Health Subcommittee.


SB668 / HB1077 Separation of siblings in foster care.(PDF)

	Category
	Family Law

	Sponsors
	Sen. Dolores R. Gresham / Rep. Barrett Rich 

	Description
	Prohibits the department of children's services from separating siblings that are placed in foster care unless the department finds the separation to be in the best interest of each child. 

	Senate Status
	02/08/2013 - Referred to Senate Judiciary.

	House Status
	02/20/2013 - Referred to House Civil Justice Subcommittee.


SB689 / HB127 Extends rape prosecution time period when DNA establishes id.(PDF)

	Category
	Judiciary

	Sponsors
	Sen. Reginald Tate / Rep. Jim Coley 

	Description
	Establishes that a person may be prosecuted, tried, and punished for committing rape for up to one year after the date on which the identify of the accused is established through DNA analysis. 

	Senate Status
	02/08/2013 - Referred to Senate Judiciary.

	House Status
	02/05/2013 - Referred to House Criminal Justice Subcommittee.


SB721 / HB589 Prohibits United Nations' representatives from observing elections.(PDF)

	Category
	Judiciary

	Sponsors
	Sen. Frank Niceley / Rep. James (Micah) Van Huss 

	Description
	Prohibits representatives of the United Nations from observing elections in the state. Creates a Class C misdemeanor for violation of the prohibition. 

	Senate Status
	02/08/2013 - Referred to Senate State & Local Government.

	House Status
	02/28/2013 - Set for House Local Government Committee 03/05/13.


SB722 / HB588 UN representative not allowed to operate within state.(PDF)

	Category
	Government Regulation

	Sponsors
	Sen. Frank Niceley / Rep. James (Micah) Van Huss 

	Description
	Prohibits any representative of the United Nations from operating in this state in any official capacity and holding any official status when that representative is within this state. 

	Senate Status
	02/08/2013 - Referred to Senate State & Local Government.

	House Status
	02/21/2013 - Referred to House State Government Subcommittee.


SB737 / HB671 Termination of a rental agreement for victims of abuse & stalking.(PDF)

	Category
	Property & Housing

	Sponsors
	Sen. Reginald Tate / Rep. G.A. Hardaway 

	Description
	Permits a tenant to terminate a residential rental agreement or lease agreement entered into or renewed on or after July 1, 2013, upon the tenant providing the landlord with written notice stating that the tenant or a household member is the victim of domestic abuse, sexual assault, or stalking. Requires the tenant, in addition to providing written notice, to provide documentation verifying that tenant is a victim such as a copy of a valid order of protection. Prohibits a landlord from revealing any identifying information concerning a tenant who has terminated a lease without the written consent of the victim.

	Senate Status
	02/08/2013 - Referred to Senate Commerce & Labor Committee.

	House Status
	02/06/2013 - Referred to House Business & Utilities Subcommittee.


SB739 / HB670 Establishes the office of noncustodial parent advocacy.(PDF)

	Category
	Family Law

	Sponsors
	Sen. Reginald Tate / Rep. G.A. Hardaway 

	Description
	Requires the administrative office of the courts to establish and implement the office of noncustodial parent advocacy pilot project. Specifies that the pilot project is to be implemented in all juvenile courts and all courts exercising juvenile court jurisdiction in at least one county within each of the state's three grand divisions. Specifies that the office of noncustodial parent advocacy is to provide assistance to unwed noncustodial parents in obtaining visitation rights to their children. 

	Senate Status
	02/08/2013 - Referred to Senate Judiciary.

	House Status
	02/06/2013 - Referred to House Civil Justice Subcommittee.


SB749 / HB693 Parent's disability - harm to the child standard.(PDF)

	Category
	Family Law

	Sponsors
	Sen. Becky Duncan Massey / Rep. Andrew Farmer 

	Description
	Requires the court to find by clear and convincing evidence that a parent's disability poses a substantial risk of harm to the health and safety of the minor child at issue in order to find the disabled parent unfit to meet the needs of the child. Requires all child protective service investigators, family service workers and case managers employed with the department of children's services, all judges and referees, with family law, domestic or juvenile jurisdiction, and all Rule 31 Listed Family Mediators to receive annual training which addresses the issues and concerns of disabled parents. Specifies that at least one half of this annual training is to be conducted by disabled parents.

	Senate Status
	02/08/2013 - Referred to Senate Judiciary.

	House Status
	02/06/2013 - Referred to House Civil Justice Subcommittee.


SB813 / HB1011 Sexual assault with use of a deadly weapon.(PDF)

	Category
	Criminal Law

	Sponsors
	Sen. Lowe Finney / Rep. Mike Turner 

	Description
	Defines armed sexual offender as a person convicted of aggravated rape, rape, aggravated sexual battery, sexual battery, or sexual battery by an authority figure, who used a deadly weapon during the course of the offense and use of a deadly weapon was not an essential element of the offense. Requires an armed sexual offender to serve the entire sentence imposed by the court without parole. 

	Senate Status
	02/08/2013 - Referred to Senate Judiciary.

	House Status
	02/28/2013 - Set for House Criminal Justice Subcommittee 03/05/13.


SB817 / HB725 Access to prenatal care.(PDF)

	Category
	Health Care

	Sponsors
	Sen. Lowe Finney / Rep. Mike Stewart 

	Description
	Directs the commissioner of health to develop a plan to ensure that 90 percent of pregnant women in this state have access to prenatal care during the first trimester of pregnancy. Requires the commissioner to develop and present the plan to the health committee of the house of representatives and the health and welfare committee of the senate on or before February 1, 2014. 

	Senate Status
	02/08/2013 - Referred to Senate Commerce & Labor Committee.

	House Status
	02/06/2013 - Referred to House Health Subcommittee.


SB819 / HB623 DCS Commissioner to report certain child abuse investigations.(PDF)

	Category
	Family Law

	Sponsors
	Sen. Lowe Finney / Rep. Sherry Jones 

	Description
	Requires the commissioner of children's services to report to the senate health and welfare committee and the consumer and human resources committee of the house of representatives by January 15, 2014, concerning child abuse investigations made by child protective services investigators.

	Senate Status
	02/08/2013 - Referred to Senate Judiciary.

	House Status
	02/07/2013 - Referred to House Civil Justice Subcommittee.


SB820 / HB624 Grandparents' visitation rights.(PDF)

	Category
	Family Law

	Sponsors
	Sen. Lowe Finney / Rep. Sherry Jones 

	Description
	Extends visitation rights of grandparents to the adoptive parents of a biological parent.

	Senate Status
	02/08/2013 - Referred to Senate Judiciary.

	House Status
	02/07/2013 - Referred to House Civil Justice Subcommittee.


SB828 / HB1036 Aggravated child neglect or endangerment - additional incarceration.(PDF)

	Category
	Criminal Law

	Sponsors
	Sen. Dolores R. Gresham / Rep. Terri Lynn Weaver 

	Description
	Adds the offense of aggravated child neglect or endangerment to the list of offenses for which a person convicted of the offense must serve at least eighty-five percent of the sentence imposed before being eligible for release on parole.

	Senate Status
	02/08/2013 - Referred to Senate Judiciary.

	House Status
	02/27/2013 - House Criminal Justice Committee recommended. Sent to House Finance.


SB862 / HB1110 Collection of fines from persons convicted of domestic assault.(PDF)

	Category
	Criminal Law

	Sponsors
	Sen. Reginald Tate / Rep. Karen D. Camper 

	Description
	Allows a law enforcement agency to collect a five hundred dollar fine from defendants who are convicted of domestic assault on more than one occasion. Establishes that funds from such fines will be designated to enhance law enforcement response to domestic violence and to fund a family safety center or shelter for victims. 

	Senate Status
	02/08/2013 - Referred to Senate Judiciary.

	House Status
	02/20/2013 - Referred to House Criminal Justice Subcommittee.


SB909 / HB736 Voucher program for adult students.(PDF)

	Category
	Education

	Sponsors
	Sen. John Stevens / Rep. Johnny W. Shaw 

	Description
	Creates a voucher program in the department of labor and workforce development to provide payment of state approved testing costs for adult education students. Requires the amount of the voucher not exceed seventy-five dollars per individual. Establishes that no student is eligible to have testing costs paid for through the voucher program more than once. 

	Senate Status
	02/08/2013 - Referred to Senate Education.

	House Status
	02/06/2013 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education.


SB923 / HB1303 Termination of parental rights - rape conviction.(PDF)

	Category
	Family Law

	Sponsors
	Sen. Jack Johnson / Rep. Mary Littleton 

	Description
	Establishes additional grounds for the termination of parental rights if that parent was convicted of rape of a child. 

	Senate Status
	02/08/2013 - Referred to Senate Judiciary.

	House Status
	02/27/2013 - Referred to House Civil Justice Subcommittee.


SB934 / HB453 Long-term mentor for delinquent child.(PDF)

	Category
	Family Law

	Sponsors
	Sen. Ophelia Ford / Rep. G.A. Hardaway 

	Description
	Allows the court when a child is found to be a delinquent child based on conduct involving the use of a firearm to assign a long-term mentor to such child or require that the delinquent child or any of the child's family members receive counseling services. Authorizes the commissioner to develop and institute within the youth development centers courses of instruction and training in canine behavior. 

	Senate Status
	02/08/2013 - Referred to Senate Judiciary.

	House Status
	02/05/2013 - Referred to House Civil Justice Subcommittee.


SB948 / HB456 Photo id to purchase items with TANF benefits or food stamps.(PDF)

	Category
	Family Law

	Sponsors
	Sen. Stacey Campfield / Rep. G.A. Hardaway 

	Description
	Authorizes the department of health and human services to create photo identification cards for the head of the household to present when purchasing items with food stamps or TANF benefits and requires the use of such identification for continued eligibility in the food stamp program administered in Tennessee. 

	Senate Status
	02/08/2013 - Referred to Senate Health & Welfare Committee.

	House Status
	02/28/2013 - Set for House Health Subcommittee 03/05/13.


SB977 / HB627 Embryo or fetus as victims in certain crimes.(PDF)

	Category
	Criminal Law

	Sponsors
	Sen. Randy McNally / Rep. Joshua G. Evans 

	Description
	Specifies that the victim of an assaultive offense or a criminal homicide includes a human embryo or fetus at any stage of gestation when at the time of the criminal act the victim was pregnant. 

	Senate Status
	02/19/2013 - Senate Judiciary deferred to 02/26/13.

	House Status
	02/07/2013 - Referred to House Criminal Justice Subcommittee.


SB1028 / HB709 Statute of limitations - crimes against children.(PDF)

	Category
	Criminal Law

	Sponsors
	Sen. Brian K. Kelsey / Rep. Mary Littleton 

	Description
	Limits the statute of limitations for prosecuting a person for offenses committed against a child on or after July 1, 2013 to no later than twenty-five years from the date the child becomes eighteen years of age. 

	Senate Status
	02/08/2013 - Referred to Senate Judiciary.

	House Status
	02/28/2013 - Set for House Civil Justice Subcommittee 03/06/13.


SB1029 / HB416 Trafficking for commercial sex acts is criminal gang offense.(PDF)

	Category
	Criminal Law

	Sponsors
	Sen. Brian K. Kelsey / Rep. Gerald McCormick 

	Description
	Adds to the definition of criminal gang offenses trafficking for commercial sex acts and receipt, or intended receipt, of income, benefit, property, money or anything of value from the commission of trafficking for commercial sex acts.

	Senate Status
	02/08/2013 - Referred to Senate Judiciary.

	House Status
	02/28/2013 - Set for House Criminal Justice Subcommittee 03/05/13.


SB1030 / HB521 Sexual exploitation of a minor.(PDF)

	Category
	Criminal Law

	Sponsors
	Sen. Brian K. Kelsey / Rep. Eric Watson 

	Description
	Disallows the minor's consent to the offense as a defense to sexual exploitation of a minor by electronic means, aggravated sexual exploitation of a minor, and especially aggravated exploitation of a minor. 

	Senate Status
	02/08/2013 - Referred to Senate Judiciary.

	House Status
	02/27/2013 - House Criminal Justice Committee recommended. Sent to House Calendar & Rules.


SB1031 / HB920 Removes defenses concerning age of a minor for certain sex crimes. (PDF)

	Category
	Criminal Law

	Sponsors
	Sen. Brian K. Kelsey / Rep. Debra Moody 

	Description
	Removes defense that a person was ignorant or mistaken as to the age of a minor in prosecutions of prostitution involving a minor and sexual solicitation of a minor.

	Senate Status
	02/08/2013 - Referred to Senate Judiciary.

	House Status
	02/13/2013 - Referred to House Criminal Justice Subcommittee.


SB1032 / HB520 Changes penalties for promoting the prostitution of a minor.(PDF)

	Category
	Criminal Law

	Sponsors
	Sen. Brian K. Kelsey / Rep. Eric Watson 

	Description
	Increases the offense of promoting prostitution of a minor from a Class E felony to a Class B felony or a Class A felony if the victim of the offense is less than fifteen years of age.

	Senate Status
	02/08/2013 - Referred to Senate Judiciary.

	House Status
	02/28/2013 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Finance.


SB1033 / HB130 Class C felony offense of promoting travel for prostitution.(PDF)

	Category
	Criminal Law

	Sponsors
	Sen. Brian K. Kelsey / Rep. Jim Coley 

	Description
	Creates Class C felony for promoting travel for prostitution. Establishes that a person commits promoting travel for prostitution if the person knowingly sells or offers to sell travel services that include or facilitate travel for the purpose of engaging in what would be prostitution if occurring in the state. 

	Amendment
	House Criminal Justice Committee amendment 1 (003009) rewrites the bill. Creates the Class C felony of promoting travel for prostitution and commercial sex acts if the person knowingly sells or offers to sell travel services that include or facilitate travel for the purposes of engaging in prostitution and commercial sex acts. 

	Senate Status
	02/08/2013 - Referred to Senate Judiciary.

	House Status
	02/28/2013 - Set for House Finance Subcommittee 03/06/13.


SB1034 / HB710 Termination of parental rights - trafficking for commercial sex acts.(PDF)

	Category
	Family Law

	Sponsors
	Sen. Brian K. Kelsey / Rep. Mary Littleton 

	Description
	Establishes as grounds for termination of a person's parental rights the conviction of a parent of trafficking for commercial sex acts when the parent's child is one of the victims of the offense.

	Amendment
	House Civil Justice Subcommittee amendment 1 (003586) rewrites the bill. Creates a grounds of termination of a parent's or guardian's parental rights if the parent or guardian is convicted of trafficking for a commercial sex act, if the victim of such crime is the child of such parent or guardian or any sibling or half-sibling of the child or any other child residing temporarily or permanently in the home.

	Senate Status
	02/08/2013 - Referred to Senate Judiciary.

	House Status
	02/28/2013 - Set for House Civil Justice Committee 03/06/13.


SB1035 / HB128 Restitution to victims of certain sex crimes.(PDF)

	Category
	Criminal Law

	Sponsors
	Sen. Brian K. Kelsey / Rep. Jim Coley 

	Description
	Requires defendant to pay restitution to the victim for the offenses of patronizing prostitution, trafficking for commercial sex acts, solicitation of a minor for sexual purposes, and enlisting or paying a minor to engage in child pornography.

	Senate Status
	02/08/2013 - Referred to Senate Judiciary.

	House Status
	02/28/2013 - Set for House Finance Subcommittee 03/06/13.


SB1038 / HB358 Adds certain sexual offenses to the organized crime definitions.(PDF)

	Category
	Criminal Law

	Sponsors
	Sen. Brian K. Kelsey / Rep. Jim Coley 

	Description
	Expands the definition of "racketeering activity" as organized crime to include trafficking for commercial sex acts, promoting or patronizing prostitution, soliciting sexual exploitation of a minor, and exploitation of a minor by electronic means. Expands the meaning of "unlawful debt" as organized crime to include debt incurred from trafficking for commercial sex acts, promoting or patronizing prostitution, solicitation of a minor, or exploitation of a minor by electronic means. 

	Senate Status
	02/08/2013 - Referred to Senate Judiciary.

	House Status
	02/21/2013 - Referred to House Criminal Justice Subcommittee.


SB1068 / HB597 Parent to notify a child's other parent before relocating.(PDF)

	Category
	Family Law

	Sponsors
	Sen. Charlotte Burks / Rep. Ryan Williams 

	Description
	Requires a parent to notify a child's other parent before relocating more than thirty miles away, rather than one hundred miles away.

	Senate Status
	02/08/2013 - Referred to Senate Judiciary.

	House Status
	02/28/2013 - Set for House Civil Justice Subcommittee 03/06/13.


SB1073 / HB622 Required plan to provide services to victims of human trafficking.(PDF)

	Category
	Judiciary

	Sponsors
	Sen. Charlotte Burks / Rep. Sherry Jones 

	Description
	Requires the commissioner of human services to coordinate the delivery of services and information for victims of human trafficking concerning health care, mental health care, legal services, housing, job training, education, victim's compensation funds, and rehabilitative services.

	Senate Status
	02/08/2013 - Referred to Senate Judiciary.

	House Status
	02/21/2013 - Referred to House Criminal Justice Subcommittee.


SB1074 / HB517 Initial forensic interview with victim of alleged child sexual abuse.(PDF)

	Category
	Family Law

	Sponsors
	Sen. Charlotte Burks / Rep. Sherry Jones 

	Description
	Requires a child advocacy center to perform the initial forensic interview with a child who is the victim of alleged child sexual abuse and any subsequent interviews found necessary by the child protective team to be conducted in a neutral setting. 

	Senate Status
	02/08/2013 - Referred to Senate Judiciary.

	House Status
	02/06/2013 - Referred to House Civil Justice Subcommittee.


SB1076 / HB1225 Annual distribution required of special education services available.(PDF)

	Category
	Education

	Sponsors
	Sen. Dolores R. Gresham / Rep. Vance Dennis 

	Description
	Requires the comptroller of the treasury's office of research and education accountability to annually compile and distribute to every LEA a list of those special education services for students available from both nonprofit and for-profit organizations in Tennessee that are currently used by a Tennessee public school. 

	Senate Status
	02/08/2013 - Referred to Senate Education.

	House Status
	02/27/2013 - Referred to House General Subcommittee of Education.


SB1131 / HB1173 Failure to report suspected sexual abuse.(PDF)

	Category
	Criminal Law

	Sponsors
	Sen. Mark S. Norris / Rep. Joe Towns Jr. 

	Description
	Requires any authority figure at a community facility who knows or reasonably suspects a child, teen, or young adult has been the victim of unlawful sexual contact to report the known or reasonably suspected unlawful sexual contact to law enforcement authorities. Creates for any person required to report known or suspected unlawful sexual contact who knowingly and willfully fails to do so a Class A misdemeanor if the victim is a child, a Class B misdemeanor if the victim is a teen, and a Class C misdemeanor if the victim is a young adult. 

	Senate Status
	02/08/2013 - Referred to Senate Judiciary.

	House Status
	02/21/2013 - Referred to House Criminal Justice Subcommittee.


SB1216 / HB490 Additional protected classes of persons.(PDF)

	Category
	Judiciary

	Sponsors
	Sen. Ophelia Ford / Rep. Sherry Jones 

	Description
	Adds sexual orientation and gender identity or expression to the list of characteristics protected from discrimination or harassment in employment, public accommodations, housing, and financing in the state.

	Senate Status
	02/14/2013 - Referred to Senate Judiciary.

	House Status
	02/21/2013 - Referred to House Consumer & Human Resources Subcommittee.


SB1219 / HB356 Adds $10.00 fee to filing a divorce action.(PDF)

	Category
	Government Organization

	Sponsors
	Sen. Charlotte Burks / Rep. Jim Coley 

	Description
	Requires an additional $10.00 filing fee to divorce actions with the proceeds of the fee going to the department of revenue. Establishes the revenue from the filing fee be placed in a fund for family violence shelters and to the Tennessee Coalition to End Domestic and Sexual Violence and to provide training and technical assistance on domestic and sexual violence to communities statewide. 

	Senate Status
	02/14/2013 - Referred to Senate Judiciary.

	House Status
	02/28/2013 - Set for House Civil Justice Subcommittee 03/06/13.


SB1227 / HB1053 Removal of names from child abuse registry.(PDF)

	Category
	Criminal Law

	Sponsors
	Sen. Ophelia Ford / Rep. Brenda Gilmore 

	Description
	Urges the department of children's services to remove the name of any indicated perpetrator of child abuse from the child abuse registry if, after a reasonable period of time, the district attorney general determines that no criminal charges will be filed in the case and no other abuse by the person is indicated.

	Senate Status
	02/25/2013 - Referred to Senate Judiciary.

	House Status
	02/27/2013 - House Civil Justice Subcommittee deferred to 03/13/13.


SB1237 / HB1093 Semen and vaginal fluid in the definition of intimate parts.(PDF)

	Category
	Criminal Law

	Sponsors
	Sen. Janice Bowling / Rep. Susan Lynn 

	Description
	Includes semen and vaginal fluid in the definition of intimate parts for the purpose of sexual offenses. 

	Senate Status
	02/25/2013 - Referred to Senate Judiciary.

	House Status
	02/28/2013 - Set for House Criminal Justice Subcommittee 03/05/13.


SB1267 / HB1128 Burden of proof for issuing an order of protection.(PDF)

	Category
	Family Law

	Sponsors
	Sen. Frank Niceley / Rep. Timothy Hill 

	Description
	Increases the legal burden of proof for issuing an order of protection from preponderance of the evidence to clear and convincing evidence. 

	Senate Status
	02/25/2013 - Referred to Senate Judiciary.

	House Status
	02/25/2013 - Withdrawn in House.


SB1342 / HB1201 Child support payments - changing the payee.(PDF)

	Category
	Family Law

	Sponsors
	Sen. Mike Bell / Rep. Eric Watson 

	Description
	Requires administrative orders redirecting certain child support payments to another payee to include the date of each specified time period the payment must be transmitted. 

	Senate Status
	02/26/2013 - Referred to Senate Judiciary.

	House Status
	02/27/2013 - Referred to House Civil Justice Subcommittee.


SB1368 / HB1107 Payments toward child support in arrears - consent order changes.(PDF)

	Category
	Family Law

	Sponsors
	Sen. Reginald Tate / Rep. Karen D. Camper 

	Description
	Requires the department of human services to enter into a consent order with a person owing child support, if the person makes certain payments toward the amount in arrears in addition to the person's continuing monthly child support obligation.

	Senate Status
	02/26/2013 - Referred to Senate Judiciary.

	House Status
	02/20/2013 - Referred to House Civil Justice Subcommittee.


SB1390 / HB1050 Protective custody of children.(PDF)

	Category
	Family Law

	Sponsors
	Sen. Brian K. Kelsey / Rep. Jim Coley 

	Description
	Adds a person who physically possesses or controls a child to those individuals whose child can be removed from that individual's custody if the child is subject to an immediate threat to the child's health or safety and there is no less drastic alternative to removal. 

	Senate Status
	02/26/2013 - Referred to Senate Judiciary.

	House Status
	02/28/2013 - Set for House Civil Justice Subcommittee 03/06/13.


SB1391 / HB1295 Illegally taking a narcotic drug while pregnant.(PDF)

	Category
	Criminal Law

	Sponsors
	Sen. Brian K. Kelsey / Rep. Terri Lynn Weaver 

	Description
	Provides that a mother can be prosecuted for an assaultive offense or homicide if she illegally takes a narcotic drug while pregnant and the child is born addicted or dies because of the drug. 

	Senate Status
	02/26/2013 - Referred to Senate Judiciary.

	House Status
	02/27/2013 - Referred to House Criminal Justice Subcommittee.
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